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Special Issue:  
These Are Precious

	 The word “precious,” as used in the 
Scriptures, means costly and of great value, as 
things are held in honor, being dear to us. 

	 1)   The Word “Precious” Is Used 
Many Times In The Scriptures.  If you would 
start reading in Genesis and read through the 
entire Bible, you would encounter the word 
“precious” more than 70 times.  Although the 
Lord only has to say a thing one time to make 
it meaningful, it’s repetitiveness surely calls 
our attention to the word.

	 2)   The Word “Precious” Is Often 
Misused.  Folks can be heard talking about a 
‘precious house’ or a ‘precious dress.’  The word 
of God has reference to things more valuable 
than these.

	 3)  The Word “Precious” Used In A 
General Sense.  The Old Testament refers to 
a number of things in a general way as being 
precious.

Things of heaven (Dt. 33:13).

Fruits of the earth (Dt. 33:14-16).
The souls and lives of men (1 Sam. 16:21).
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Jewels (2 Chr. 20:25).
Thoughts of the Lord (Ps. 139:17).
Wisdom, knowledge, and understanding 
(Prov. 3:14-15).

	 4)  Ten Precious Things.  This special 
issue of Back To Basics takes a close look at 
what the Scriptures have to say about ten pre-
cious things.

The precious word (1 Sam. 3:1).
The precious Christ (1 Pet. 2:4-8).
The precious blood (1 Pet. 1:18-19).
The precious death (Ps. 116:15).
The precious substance (Prov. 12:27).
The precious seed (Ps. 126:5-6).
The precious unity (Ps. 133:1-3).
The precious trial of faith (1 Pet. 1:7).
The precious faith (2 Pet. 1:1).
The precious promises (2 Pet. 1:4).

	 Please take the time to read each of 
these “precious” articles and make application 
to your own life.

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Back To Basics



Subscription Information:

Back To Basics, published by Edwards Publishers, is a 16-page monthly 
journal dedicated to teaching first principles.  www.bcktobscs.com

P.O. Box 251
Ellettsville, IN 47429

1-800-889-0338
One Year:  $12.00
Single Issue:  $1.00

Back To Basics - December 2006

Available in bundles of 10 or more

2 (146) 

mail@bcktobscs.com

Back To Basics

Bound Volumes

Volume One 
Contains all twelve issues printed in 2003.  
Seven of the issues are devoted to a special 
theme:  The Basics of Bible Baptism, Identi-
fying the One True Church, Eternal Punish-
ment, Basic Lessons in Bible Authority, The 
All-Sufficiency of the Scriptures, Why I Be-
lieve, and The Worship of the Church. 

Volume Three 
Special issues include:  The Godhead, The El-
dership (expanded edition), Effective Church 
Discipline (expanded edition), Answering Reli-
gious Error (expanded edition), Members One 
Of Another, and Observing Special Holy Days.

  

Fully Indexed by Author and by Topic 
Green Hardback Binding with Gold Lettering

$14.95 each 
(plus S&H)

Volume Two
Special issues include:  The Work of the 
Church, The Organization of the Church (ex-
panded edition), The Lord’s Supper (includes 
the one container and Sunday evening com-
munion controversies), The Holy Spirit (ex-
panded edition), and two issues devoted to 
Ye Ought To Be Teachers.

Volume Four
Special issues include:  Acceptable Prayer, 
Mechanical Music in Worship, Soul Winning, 
Back to School, Marriage, Divorce and Re-
marriage, and These Are Precious.  Perfect 
for the church, home, and school library.

Buy All Four For Only $50.00!



The Precious Word
John Isaac Edwards

Back To Basics - December 2006

Special Issue:  These Are Precious
Johnie Edwards......................................................1

The Precious Word
John Isaac Edwards................................................3

Lessons From An Older Woman
Melba Edwards......................................................4

The Precious Christ
Donnie V. Rader.....................................................5

The Precious Blood
Joe R. Price...........................................................6

The Precious Death
David McPherson..................................................7

The Precious Substance
Johnie Edwards....................................................8

The Precious Seed
T. Sean Sullivan.....................................................9

The Precious Unity
John Isaac Edwards..............................................10

The Precious Trial Of Faith
Larry R. Ping II....................................................11

The Precious Faith
Craig Thomas......................................................12

The Precious Promises
Bob Dickey..........................................................13

Kids Activity Page
Aleisha Edwards..................................................14

Index To Volume Four......................................16

   (147) 3

	 1 Samuel 3:1 records, “...And the word 
of the Lord was precious in those days; there was 
no open vision.”  There are many reasons why 
the word of the Lord is precious and should be 
precious to you.   

	 1)  Precious Because Of What It Has 
Done.  Have you considered what the word of 
the Lord has done?  “By the word of the Lord 
were the heavens made; and all the host of them 
by the breath of his mouth” (Ps. 33:6).  There 
is awesome power in the Lord’s word, “For he 
spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it 
stood fast” (Ps. 33:9).  The expression, “God 
said” is found ten times in Genesis one (vv. 3, 
6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26, 28, 29), showing “...that 
the worlds were framed by the word of God...” 
(Heb. 11:3).  It is by the word of the Lord that 
we are here and everything exists.

	 2)  Precious Because Of What It Does.  
The word of the Lord is not a dead letter, “For 
the word of God is quick, and powerful...” (Heb. 
4:12).  The word of the Lord has power to ac-
complish many things.   It gives life (Mt. 4:4), 
makes clean (Jn. 15:3), sanctifies (Jn. 17:17), 
builds up and gives an inheritance (Acts 20:32), 
produces faith (Rom. 10:17), reconciles (2 Cor. 
5:19), upholds all things (Heb. 1:3), discerns the 
thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb. 4:12), 
begets (Jas. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23), saves (Jas. 1:21), 
and brings about growth (1 Pet. 2:2).  Surely the 
word of the Lord is precious because of all that  
it does.

	 3)  Precious Because Of What It Will 
Do.  It is by the word of the Lord that we will 
be judged in the last day.  Jesus said, “He that 

rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath 
one that judgeth him:  the word that I have spo-
ken, the same shall judge him in the last day” 
(Jn. 12:48).  The word of the Lord will decide 
our destiny, whether we hear the words “enter 
into the joy of thy Lord” (Mt. 25:23) or “depart 
from me” (Mt. 25:41).  

	 Since the word of the Lord is precious, 
we need to hear it, believe it, obey it, and teach 
it to others.
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Lessons From An Older Woman
Melba Edwards
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	 Geneva DeFord, a dear sister of 
eighty-four years, just passed from this life. 
She was a faithful member of the Ellettsville 
church of Christ.  This wonderful Christian 
taught me many things by her great example.

	 1)  You Are Never Too Old To 
Learn.  A few years ago we had a sign up 
sheet for women who wanted to learn how 
to make the communion bread.  Geneva’s 
name was on that list.  She was about eighty 
at that time.  She learned how to make the 
bread.  She knew how important the Lord’s 
Supper is and that the elements are to be 
prepared correctly.

	 2)  You Are Never Too Old To 
Bring Someone To Christ.  One of the 
goals of the Ellettsville church of Christ 
is for each family to teach one the gospel 
during the year.  Geneva prayed to God that 
before she died she would bring someone to 
the Lord.  She found Ilene Hammer.  Ilene 
came to several services with Geneva.  With 
an invitation to study more, Ilene opened up 
her home and we began studying the Home 
Bible Study.  After the last lesson, on the 
following Sunday, Ilene was baptized into 
Christ.  We then began studying Growing 
In Grace And Knowledge.  Three other 
women from the complex where Geneva 
lived joined in our study on several occa-
sions.  I’m reminded of the woman at the 
well in John 4:29 when she said to the men 
of the city, “Come, see a man, which told 
me all things that ever I did: is not this the 
Christ?” Geneva was not afraid to let others 
know about Christ. 

	 3)  You Are Never Too Old To 
Memorize The Scriptures.  At one of 
the classes, Geneva said she was trying 
to memorize some verses in the Bible and 
wanted me to see if she could quote them.  
She memorized the first five verses of Psalm 
103 which read, “Bless the Lord, O my soul:  
and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits:  Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; 
who crowneth thee with lovingkindness 
and tender mercies; Who satisfieth thy 
mouth with good things; so that thy youth 
is renewed like the eagle’s.” 

	 4)  You Are Never Too Old To 
Search The Scriptures Daily.  Geneva 
said occasionally she’d go to bed and realize 
she hadn’t read her Bible that day. She’d get 
up and read.  She knew about the Bereans, 
in Acts 17:11, who “...received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were 
so.”

	 These are just a few of the things 
Geneva taught.   I wish all who read this 
knew this great lady.  I’m reminded of Anna, 
a prophetess.  “She was of great age...and 
she was a widow of about fourscore and four 
years, which departed not from the temple, 
but served God with fastings and prayers 
night and day. And she coming in that in-
stant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, 
and spake of him to all them that looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem” (Lk. 2:36-38).
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The Precious Christ
Donnie V. Rader

	 The Christ is called “precious” three 
times in 1 Peter 2:4-8.  The word translated 
“precious” in these verses is used five times in 
the New Testament.  It means “dear, more hon-
orable,...in reputation” (Strong’s).  Vine’s says 
it means “held in honor.”  Thus, Christ is said 
to be dear, held in the highest honor.  Let’s look 
closer at 1 Peter 2:4-8 to find the answer to the 
following questions.

	 1)  To Whom Is He Precious?  Christ 
is precious to God (v. 4).  He is given a place of 
prominence and preeminence.  He is considered 
valuable to one whose values count.  While man 
rejects the Christ, God considers Him precious.  
Christ is also precious to those who believe 
and obey (v. 7).  This verse shows that one who 
believes is one who obeys.  Notice the contrast 
between “believe” and “disobedient.”  This is a 
matter of top priority!  Christ is the most valued 
to one who believes.  This explains why some 
don’t obey or remain faithful.  They don’t hold 
Christ as precious, esteemed, and valuable! 
When one’s attendance is not what it should be 
and their interest is lagging behind, the problem 
is the value he places upon Christ.

	 2)  Why Is He Considered Precious?  
He is living (v. 4).  He has real life as opposed to 
the lifeless stones in the context.  He gives life 
to those who hear (Jn. 5:25).  He was chosen by 
God (v. 4).  God chose Him to be the head of the 
church (Eph. 1:22-23).  God chose Him to be the 
savior of the world (Mt. 1:21).  God chose Him 
to be the judge of the world (Jn. 5:22).  Our sac-
rifices are acceptable through Him (v. 5).  He is 
our High Priest, through Whom our sacrifices are 
offered (Heb. 2:17; 3:1; 4:14).  He is our media-

tor (1Tim. 2:5).  He is the chief cornerstone (vv. 
6-7).  The chief cornerstone is the most important 
stone in a building’s foundation.  From it all other 
stones are measured and laid. It unites two walls 
(Jews and Gentiles) together (Eph. 2:18-22).  It 
is an honor to be in the same wall with Him (v. 
5).  What an honor to be a stone laid in the same 
wall with the Christ, the chief cornerstone.  He 
shed His blood for us (1:18-19). Without the 
shedding of His blood, we could not be saved 
(Heb. 9:22).

	 3)  What Do We Do With The Precious 
Christ?  We are to continually come (v. 4).  This 
does not refer to one’s initial coming to Christ 
in obedience, but to a continually coming to the 
Lord.  Marshall translates this “approaching.”  
Williams translates it “keep on coming to him.”  
Thayer says it means, “To attach one’s self to 
Christ, to come to a participation in the benefits 
procured by him.”  This verse is “Indicating a 
close...and an habitual (present participle) ap-
proach and an intimate association” (Vincent’s 
Word Studies of the New Testament).  To continu-
ally come to Christ is the idea of dedication and 
devotion.  If we consider the Christ as precious, 
we will have no problem with diligent service.

	 If we do not hold Christ as precious, He 
will become a stumbling stone over which we 
will fall (vv. 7-8).

1533 Highway 41-A North
Shelbyville, TN 37160-5502
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The Precious Blood
Joe R. Price

	 Blood is the vehicle of life; without it 
we will die.  When God gave mankind animals 
for food He said, “But you shall not eat flesh 
with its life, that is, its blood” (Gen. 9:3-4).  God 
explained, in the Law of Moses, “I have given 
it (the blood, jrp) to you upon the altar to make 
atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that 
makes atonement for the soul” (Lev. 17:10-11). 
Without the shedding of blood – the giving of 
life – there is no remission of sins (Heb. 9:22). 
The animal blood shed on Israel’s altar of burnt 
offering was a shadow of the blood of the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world (Heb. 
10:1-4; Jn. 1:29).
	 The blood of Christ is superior to the 
blood of bulls and of goats because animal blood 
can never take away sins (Heb. 10:4).  Christ 
died once for sins, but animals were continually 
offered for sins under Moses’ law (Heb. 10:11-
12).  Christ’s blood removes sin, but the blood 
of animals continually reminded Israel of their 
sin (Heb. 10:17-18, 3).
	 The value of the blood of Christ also sur-
passes that of silver or of gold, for such temporal 
things will never save sinners:  “…knowing that 
you were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 
received by tradition from your fathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18-19).

	 1)  The Blood Of Christ Is Precious 
Because It Is Sinless.  “...as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18-19).  Jesus 
never committed sin, but “offered Himself with-
out spot to God” (1 Pet. 2:22; Heb. 9:14).  The 
blood of one sinner cannot save another sinner; 
only a sinless sacrifice would do.  His suffering 

and death was “the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18).

	 2)  The Blood Of Christ Is Precious 
Because It Shows God’s Great Love For Us.  
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Rom. 5:8).  Jesus died for His enemies and 
for His friends (Col. 1:19-22; Jn. 15:13). There 
is no greater love than God sending “His only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through Him” (1 Jn. 4:9-10).

	 3)  The Blood Of Christ Is Precious 
Because Of What It Accomplishes.  The blood 
of Jesus redeems us from sin.  He came “to give 
His life a ransom” for sinners (Mt. 20:28; 1 Tim. 
2:6).  Through His blood, we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins (Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:19).  By His 
death and subsequent ascension to heaven, Jesus 
obtained eternal redemption for us (Heb. 9:11-12).  
His blood cleanses us “from dead works to serve 
the living God” (Heb. 9:14).   His church, pur-
chased and cleansed by His blood, lives to serve 
God (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25; 1 Pet. 1:15-19).

	 4)  The Blood Of Christ Is Precious 
Because It Is Available To You.  Christ “gave 
Himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6).  If you 
believe Jesus is the Son of God, you must not 
delay, but repent, confess your faith in Him, and 
then “arise and be baptized and wash away your 
sins” (Acts 22:16).  The blood of Jesus washes 
away your sins when you are “baptized into His 
death” (Rom. 6:3).

6204 Parkland Way
Ferndale, WA 98248 
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The Precious Death
David McPherson

	 “And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 
9:27).  Death is an appointment men must keep.  
Whether one’s death is precious or not depends 
upon their manner of life.  Long ago the Psalmist 
declared, “Precious in the sight of the LORD is 
the death of his saints” (Ps. 116:15).  Notice that 
the “precious death” is the death of the Lord’s 
saints; those who are godly, pure, holy, etc.  For 
your death to be precious, certain conditions 
must be met.

	 1)  The Precious Death Is For Those 
Who Live In The Lord.  One can only live in 
the Lord by becoming dead to sin.  “Likewise 
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom. 6:11).  Dying to sin involves 
belief (Jn. 8:24), repentance (Lk. 13:3), confes-
sion (Rom. 10:10), and baptism for the remis-
sion of sins (Acts 2:38).  The one baptism (Eph. 
4:5) puts a person into Christ (Gal. 3:27).  The 
contrast between being in Christ versus out of 
Christ is tremendous.  Paul spoke of it saying, 
“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircum-
cision by that which is called the Circumcision 
in the flesh made by hands;  That at that time 
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and with-
out God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh 
by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:11-13).  Outside 
of Christ; without hope; nothing precious about 
the death of one in that condition.  Are you in 
Christ, living in the Lord?  Will your death be 
precious in His sight?

	 2)  The Precious Death Is For Those 
Who Die In The Lord.  “And I heard a voice 
from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow them” (Rev. 
14:13).  Not all the dead are blessed, only those  
“which die in the Lord.”  But how does one die 
in the Lord?  As previously noted, they must first 
live in the Lord and then remain faithful.  An “on 
again - off again” relationship with the Lord will 
not cut it.  At the time of one’s departure from 
this life, a faithful standing is required for it to 
be precious.  Just as Jesus encouraged, “be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life” (Rev. 2:10).  Are you doing that?  Are 
you truly loyal and committed to the cause of 
Christ?  Will your death be precious?  

	 Paul, having lived and died in the Lord, 
left a beautiful example of how to face death.  He 
told Timothy, “For I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:6-8).  His was 
a precious life of submission to the Lord’s will 
to the end.  And thus his death was very precious 
indeed. 

	 May God help each of us to so live that 
our death will be precious in His sight!

3039 State Route 97
Mayfield, KY 42066
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The Precious Substance
Johnie Edwards

	 Have you ever thought that your sub-
stance could be precious?  The wise man penned, 
“The slothful man roasteth not that which he took 
in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man 
is precious” (Prov. 12:27).  Substance may be 
defined as “material possessions; goods; wealth” 
(American Heritage College Dictionary).  A good 
example of a man’s substance can be seen in that 
Job’s “seven thousand sheep, three thousand cam-
els, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred she 
asses, and a very great household” were called 
“substance” (Job 1:3). 

	 1)  A Diligent Man.  Not everyone’s sub-
stance is precious.  The text says, “...the substance 
of a diligent man is precious” (Prov. 12:27).  The 
context of this text is a comparison of a slothful 
man and a man of diligence.  A person, who by 
honesty and industry, has acquired his posses-
sions as he has been blessed by the Lord; that 
man’s substance is precious!

	 2)  Substance Must Be Obtained Prop-
erly.  Stolen substance or substance gotten in a 
wrongful manner would not be precious.  Paul 
told the Ephesians, “Let him that stole steal no 
more:  but rather let him labour, working with his 
hands the thing which is good, that he may have 
to give to him that needeth” (Eph. 4:28).  Ever 
wonder what your hands are for?  “...work with 
your own hands,” Paul wrote the Thessalonians 
(1 Th. 4:11).  The apostle further uttered, “For we 
hear that there are some which walk among you 
disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies” 
(2 Th. 3:11).  Paul, let me ask you, “what should 
these folks do?”  “Now them that are such we 
command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that with quietness they work, and eat their own 

bread” (2 Th. 3:12).  Suppose they don’t, Paul?  
“...neither should he eat” (2 Th. 3:10)!

	 3)  Substance Must Be Used Rightly.  
For our substance to be called precious, we must 
use it in the right manner.  We cannot use our sub-
stance for gambling purposes, bribery, drinking 
strong drink, or as the lost boy, who “...wasted 
his substance with riotous living” (Lk. 15:12).  
Some good uses of our substance:

“Lay  by  in  store” as Paul commanded to be 
done on the first day of the week (1 Cor. 16:2), 
in supporting the work of the church.

“Provide for his own” just as Paul wrote 
Timothy (1 Tim. 5:8); lest he be “worse than 
an infidel!”

“Give to him that needeth” to fulfill our re-
sponsibility to others (Eph. 4:28); “...and let 
not the church be charged” (1 Tim. 5:16). 

“Lay up treasures in heaven” as Jesus taught 
in the Mountain message (Mt. 6:19-21).  It’s 
been said, what we really have is what we 
give to others.  Earthly treasures rust, may 
become moth eaten, corrupt, and may be 
stolen, but they are protected from such when 
laid up in heaven.  For after all, “For where 
your treasure is, there will be your heart also” 
(Mt. 6:21).  A good passage to memorize and 
practice is Luke 6:38.  Try it.  

•

•

•

•
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The Precious Seed
T. Sean Sullivan

	 Psalm 126:5-6 reads, “They that sow in 
tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him.”  Sowing “precious seed” in tears, in 
our context, is an allusion to a farmer with a pre-
cious amount of grain to face the burden of pre-
paring the land and planting the seed; from which 
the abundance of the harvest will grow.  His tears 
may be the burden of the work or the distress 
over planting all that remains.  The preparation 
and planting are actions of faith based on the 
promise of reaping joy at harvest.  The Scripture’s 
wisdom is often a paradox.  The idea of “sowing 
in sorrow” and “harvesting happiness” does not 
seem right.  Today, many seek to be constantly 
entertained, filled with prosperity, centered on 
self, and distracted from their spiritual needs. 
Because of mankind’s denial of sorrow’s humil-
ity, many are missing out on the promises of the 
precious seed.

	 1)   The Precious Seed.  Our precious 
seed for sowing is the word of God (Lk. 8:11). 
In James 1:17, we are told that the word of God 
is a “good and perfect gift.”  With this word, we 
have precious things revealed:   the identity of 
God as our Creator (Gen. 1-2; Acts 17:23-27), 
an eternal God (Rev. 4:8), a God of love (1 Jn. 
4:7-8), a giver of providential care (Mt. 6:25-33), 
a God of truth (Ti. 1:2; Jn. 17:17), and a God 
of justice (Acts 17:31).  The Word also reveals 
the purpose of mankind in the creation:  that we 
might rule the earth (Gen. 1:26), that we might 
seek our Creator (Acts 17:27), that we might do 
His will (Eccl. 12:13), and that we might love 
Him (Mk. 12:30).  These facts are all “precious 
seed” that must be sown in our hearts.

	 2)  Preparing The Land.  The word of 
God will not grow in a heart that is not prepared; 
so in humility and tears we make ready our hearts 
to receive God’s instruction.  The tears may be 
caused by many factors:   recognition of our 
destitution without God, the guilt of our sins, 
the pain of needed change, or the realization of 
all three.  It is only when we present ourselves 
broken before God that He will begin to build us 
up (1 Pet. 5:6). 

	 3)  Planting The Seed.  Returning our 
thoughts to James 1:17, consider the continued 
context: We find the necessity of gathering the 
seed (the perfect word of God) but also we are 
instructed to plant that seed.   In verses 21-25, 
we find the promise of our souls saved and our 
righteous works blessed.  We plant the seed by 
giving ourselves completely to the word of God 
(1 Tim. 4:15-16). 

	 4)  Reaping Joy.  The great day of harvest 
will come — a day in which our fruits will be 
proven as they reap our reward (2 Cor. 5:10).  The 
Judgment will be a day of terror for those who 
have entertained their life away.  For those who 
have sown the precious seed, the harvest will be 
full of rejoicing. 

	 Have you prepared the soil?  Have you 
planted the precious seed?  Are you ready for the 
harvest day?

306B W. Main St.
Newbern, TN 38059
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The Precious Unity
John Isaac Edwards

	 “Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  It is 
like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran 
down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard:  that 
went down to the skirts of his garments; As the 
dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended 
upon the mountains of Zion:  for there the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore” 
(Ps. 133:1-3).

	 1)  The Lord Prayed For Unity.   Je-
sus petitioned the Father, “That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us:  that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me” (Jn. 17:21).  
Disagreement and dissension as well as feuding 
and fighting impede the work of evangelism and 
make a mockery of the Lord’s prayer.     

	 2)   As A Body, The Lord’s Church 
Demands Unity.  “For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body:  so also is 
Christ” (1 Cor. 12:12).   Paul’s comparison of 
the church to the physical body helps us see that 
there must be unity among the Lord’s people.  
Members of the Lord’s body are to be “tempered 
together” (1 Cor. 12:24), with “no schism in the 
body” (1 Cor. 12:25).

	 3)  Division Is Condemned In The Bible.  
Every church needs a good 1 Corinthians 1:10 be-
seeching, from time to time, “that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.”  Variance 
(strife, discord, contention), emulations (envious 
and contentious rivalry), strife (self-seeking am-

bitions), seditions (dissension), heresies (party-
making spirit) and division in every form, are 
among “the works of the flesh” and “they which 
do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God” (Gal. 5:19-21).  Those who cause divisions 
are to be marked and avoided (Rom. 16:17-18).  
God hates sowers of discord among brethren 
(Prov. 6:16-19). 

	 4)  Some Requirements Must Be Met 
In Order For Unity To Be Obtained.  Unity is 
no accident.  It is the result of brethren “walking 
by the same rule (Phil. 3:16), “speaking as the 
oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11), “doing all in the 
name of the Lord” (Col. 3:17), “not thinking of 
men above that which is written” (1 Cor. 4:6), and 
“following after things which make for peace” 
(Rom. 14:19).  Unity cannot exist where these 
requirements are not met!

	 5)   Unity Will Cause The Lord’s 
Church To Grow.  The number of the disciples 
multiplied, in the first century, as brethren were 
of one heart and of one soul (Acts 4:32; 6:7).  
Churches where elders act without the approval 
of each other, where needless controversy is 
allowed to circulate, where brethren bite and 
devour one another, where false teaching is toler-
ated, where individuals bind where God has not 
bound and make issues of things which ought 
not be are churches that do not grow!  If such is 
going on where you are a member, you need to 
put a stop to it immediately.  Unity, based upon 
divine truth (Jn. 17:17), is far too precious to 
allow anyone to disturb or disrupt it.

	 “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).  
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The Precious Trial Of Faith
Larry R. Ping II

	 Peter penned, “That the trial of your 
faith” is “much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth” (1 Pet. 1:7).  There is no doubting 
this divinely inspired statement.  But what is not 
completely revealed in this verse is why the trial 
of faith is precious and what the trial brings.  To 
that end, we offer this article.

	 1)  It Brings Patience.  James submitted, 
“that the trying of your faith worketh patience” 
(Jas. 1:3).  The idea here is endurance, the ability 
to last through the difficult times of the Christian’s 
life.  This is the same “patience” written about in 2 
Peter 1:6.  Each time our personal faith is tried and 
tested, and we successfully bear up, our endurance 
(patience) increases.  As our age increases, the 
hope is that our patience will as well.  Remem-
ber the words of Jesus Christ when He said, “In 
your patience possess ye your souls” (Lk. 21:19).  
Wouldn’t you say that patience and endurance are 
important?

	 2)  It Brings Others To God.  Remember 
the three young men of the fiery furnace in Daniel 
3?  Their faith was threatened with the ultimate 
sacrifice, a furnace made seven times hotter (v. 19).  
Their faith allowed them to say, “we will not serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up” (v. 18).  After all was said and 
done, and the three young men exited unscathed, 
it was apparent their successful trial of faith had 
an impact.  The king said, “there is no other God 
that can deliver after this sort” (v. 29).  When your 
faith is tried, who will you affect and how?

	 3)  It Brings A Home In Heaven.  Abra-
ham desired “a better country” and a city “whose 
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10, 16).  He 

ensured that he could get there by exercising his 
faith under the severest of trials.  The Hebrew 
author penned that Abraham, “when he was tried, 
offered up Isaac” (Heb. 11:17).  Would your faith 
allow you to undertake such a task requested by 
God?  Abraham has been passed on for centu-
ries, but that has not stopped God from declaring 
Himself as the “God of Abraham” (Mt. 22:32).  
If you are looking for that Heavenly city, it will 
come partly as a result of your faith persevering 
through difficult trials.

	 4)  It Brings Glory To God.  Ultimately, 
the trial of our faith is precious because it brings 
God “praise and honour and glory” (1 Pet. 1:7).  
After all, this is the greatest reason for our ex-
istence.  When others see us last through those 
challenging times effectively, they wonder why.  
Then they come to find out that it is our undying 
faith in our Father and Creator, and the light shines 
on God.  May it ever be!

          Always consider the trying of your faith a 
precious thing.  Never give up and never give in, 
just keep on obeying God and remaining faithful 
to Him!

800 Trail Ridge Ct.
Mooresville, IN 46158

Send To The Philippines
We have received a number of requests 
from Filipino brethren for Back To Basics, 
but the brethren are unable to pay for the 
cost of the paper.  Contact us if you would 
like to cover that cost for them.
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The Precious Faith
Craig Thomas

	 2 Peter 1:1 reads, “Simon Peter, a bond-
servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who 
have obtained like precious faith with us by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  
Here Peter describes the faith of Christians as a 
“precious faith.”  Webster defines things precious 
as having “great value or high price,” “highly es-
teemed or cherished,” or something that is “highly 
refined.”  I submit to you that each of these defini-
tions apply to our “like precious faith.”

	 1)  Great Value Or High Price.  To under-
stand that our “like precious faith” is of “great value 
or high price,” we only need look at its object, its cost, 
and its result.  The objects of our faith are God and His 
Son (Heb. 11:6; Rom. 3:22).  It is through the “pre-
cious faith” that we “believe that He is, and that He is 
a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Heb. 
11:6).  And, it is through the “precious faith” that we, 
as did the Ethiopian eunuch, “believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God” (Acts 8:37) and “that believing” 
we “may have life in His name” (Jn. 20:31).  Mankind 
counts many things precious:   jewels, works of art, 
antiques, etc.  And, we measure the value of those pre-
cious things by their cost.  That being true, then surely 
nothing is of greater value than our “precious faith” 
because it was only made possible at the greatest of 
all costs!  Our “precious faith” cost Jesus, as Lincoln 
eloquently stated, “the last full measure of devotion”; 
for He “died for our sins” (1 Cor. 15:3); He “his own 
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree”; and He 
“purchased” us “with His own blood” (Acts 20:28).  No 
other cost could possibly have satisfied God’s wrath 
(Rom. 3:25) while simultaneously demonstrating the 
unfathomable depths of His love for us! (Rom. 5:8)  
Truly, man’s most valuable possession (Mt. 16:26) was 
secured with God’s most treasured asset… “His only 
begotten Son” (Jn. 3:16)!  But, Oh! The results of our 

“precious faith” are so very extraordinary!  Consider, 
we are “justified by faith” (Rom. 3:28); we are “sancti-
fied by faith” (Acts 26:18); we receive the “righteous-
ness of God…through faith in Christ” (Rom. 3); we 
are made “sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus” 
(Gal. 3:26); and Christ dwells in our hearts “through 
faith” (Eph. 3:17).  And, then ultimately can anything 
be more “precious” than “receiving the end of [our] 
faith-the salvation of [your] souls” (1 Pet. 1:9)?

	 2)  Highly Esteemed Or Cherished.  I own 
a three foot by two foot panoramic photograph of the 
start of the very first Indianapolis 500 Mile Race in 
1911.   I cherish that photograph and highly esteem 
it through the extreme care I give it.  But that photo-
graph’s value in comparison to the “precious faith” is 
nothing!  The “precious faith’s” value emanates from 
its object, its cost, and its result.  You see, our “pre-
cious faith” could have no greater object than God 
and His Son; it could have no greater cost than “His 
only begotten Son”; and it could have no greater result 
than “the salvation of [our] souls”.  For all of those 
reasons it is worthy of our highest esteem and should 
be cherished with every resolve of our being!

	 3)  Highly Refined.  Would you buy a dia-
mond or gold ring that had not been tested for purity?  
Surely not!  Likewise, our “precious faith” is of little 
value until it has been thoroughly tested and purified 
by the trials and tribulations of life (1 Pet. 1:6-9).  In-
stead of dreading such, let us rather “count [them] all 
joy…knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
patience” (Jas. 1:2-3).  For only then will we be “found 
to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7).

350 Pineridge Ln.
Sandusky, MI  48471



Back To Basics - December 2006  (157) 13

The Precious Promises
Bob Dickey

	 In 2 Peter 1:4, we are told that the Lord has 
“given to us exceeding great and precious promises.”  
A promise from God is something we rely on with 
absolute certainty.  These great promises are timeless 
treasures for every Christian.

	 1)  Note How Peter Describes Them.  
They are precious promises.  Peter uses this word 
several times in the two epistles:  precious faith (1 
Pet. 1:7; 2 Pet. 1:1), blood (1 Pet. 1:9), stone (1 Pet. 
2:4-6), Lord (1 Pet. 2:7), as well as precious promises 
(2 Pet. 1:4).

	 2)  Note That He Uses Some Additional 
Adjectives In Describing These Promises.  Not 
only are they precious, he says they are not just great, 
but exceedingly great.  Peter really piles up the ad-
jectives to impress our minds with how wonderful 
these promises really are!

	 3)  Note That The Text Of 2 Peter 1:3-4 
Shows Us A Wonderful Picture.  We might call 
this picture “The Bank of Heaven.”  We can learn 
here “what we have in” (viewed from the divine 
side):  “exceeding great and precious promises,” next 
see “what we can draw out” (viewed from the human 
side): “all things that pertain to life and godliness,” 
and then “what we must do with what we draw out”:  
“that we might be partakers of the divine nature.”

	 4)  There Are Several Factors That Help 
Us To Determine The Greatness Or Worth 
Of Promises.  First, there is the value of the thing 
promised.  Immediately we see in the text that these 
promises are precious beyond description and re-
alization.  These wonderful blessings of the Lord 
include such things as escaping the corruption of 
the world (v. 4), becoming partakers of the divine 

nature (v. 4), making our calling and election sure 
(v. 10), as well as having an entrance supplied into 
the eternal kingdom (v. 11).  Second, there is the 
character of the one who promised.  We are assured 
that these promises are granted by Him who cannot 
fail.  Peter has described Him by words that show 
“the righteousness of our God and Savior,” and 
speaks of “his own glory and virtue” (vv. 1 & 2).  
The promises of men are always weak and subject 
to the whims of the one making them; they often 
fail, are faulty, or cannot be kept.  But the promises 
of God are as sure and certain as His own righteous 
character.  Third, there is the conditions attached to 
those promises.  We trust God’s promises because 
we know He requires on our part what any loving 
child of His could fulfill.  He has granted these 
precious things to us, but He lets us know that we 
must do our part to have the true blessing of them 
all.  He tells us that He expects “diligence” on our 
part.  He calls upon us to “supply or add” certain 
virtues as we grow.  He lets us know that if we “do 
these things” (v. 10) we not only will not stumble 
but we will certainly have the reward. 

	 5)  So Great And So Many Are God’s 
Promises.  We could never mention them all here, 
but consider some we should never forget.  There 
is salvation from our past sins, access to cleansing 
forgiveness for our present sins, answers to our 
prayers, help in times of temptation, the assurance 
that all works out for good, rest from labors, and 
eternal life.  What exceeding great and precious 
promises!   

491 E. Woodsdale Ave.
Akron, OH 44301
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“Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not:  for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).

The Bible
The Bible is the word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

Aleisha Edwards

Kids Activity Page

The following Bible words are not in order.  Look in 1 Thessalonians 2:13 to help 
you write the words in order on the lines below.

in

as

it

is

truth

theword

ofGod

“_____ _____      _____ _____      _____ _____      

_____ _____      _____ _____ _____ _____ _____,     _____ _____ _____    

_____ _____ _____ _____      _____ _____      _____ _____ _____”
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Edwards Publishers
www.edwardspublishers.com          1-800-889-0338

Home Bible Study
This 4-lesson series is designed for Christians in 
teaching those who are not yet members of the 
church.  Topics include:  Authority in Religion, 
God’s Plan for Saving Man, The Church, and 
The Worship of the Church........................$2.95

Bible Baptism
Thirteen lessons giving the teaching of the 
Bible on the subject of baptism in a well-
arranged manner.   Helps students answer 
objections to Bible baptism...................$4.25

Growing In Grace And Knowledge
This 13-lesson series has been prepared with 
the new convert in mind.  The material helps 
new Christians “grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18)..............................$4.25

Locating The Lord’s Church
Thirteen lessons to assist truth seekers in 
identifying the church built by Christ revealed 
in the New Testament.  Helps equip us to answer 
error concerning the church......................$4.25

Download samples and place secure orders online!
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Home Bible Study  on DVD
	 Would you like to see the church 
where you attend increase in number?  
Most conversions that take place today 
come as a result of a home Bible study.  
For many years, the 4-lesson Home Bible 
Study workbook by Johnie Edwards has 
been used all across this country, and in 
many other countries, with much success 
in bringing the lost to Christ. With new 
digital recording technology, Edwards 
Publishers is pleased to make available to 
you the Home Bible Study on DVD.  

	 Home Bible Study on DVD is an 
audio/video presentation of the 4-lesson 
Home Bible Study, conducted in a home 
by Johnie Edwards.  The DVD is designed 
to be used in teaching non-Christians.  
Simply put the DVD in any DVD player, 

select the lesson to view, and watch with your prospect as they fill out the companion Home 
Bible Study booklet.  The DVD can also be used as a training video in showing members of the 
church how to teach a home Bible study.  This is an excellent personal work tool for church 
members in converting the lost.  It would be good for each member to have this available to 
use in their personal evangelism.  Order a copy for yourself today.  It would also be good for 
churches to purchase some copies to make available to their members where they can check 
out of a library.  Since the cost of producing these has come down, we are happy to be able to 
make these available now for only $24.95.  The DVD is guaranteed to last throughout your 
personal work.  If for some reason your DVD becomes defective, simply return it to us and we 
will replace it absolutely free.  Order by phone at 1-800-889-0338.

Only $24.95


